
IN THE BENTON COUNTY DISTRICT COURT, BENTONVILLE DIVISION 

 

STATE OF ARKANSAS PLAINTIFF 

 

VS: 

 

JOSHUA C. MELTON 

W/M; DOB: 01-14-80 

AR DL#  

DEFENDANT 

 

AFFIDAVIT OF PROBABLE CAUSE 

 

 Comes now Detective Jerrod Wiseman, of the Bentonville Police Department, 

Criminal Investigation Division, and under oath doth state: 

 

 After an extensive investigation, the defendant, Joshua C. Melton, was arrested on 

December 9
th

, 2014, for Harassment (5-71-208) a Class A Misdemeanor, Loitering (5-71-

213) a Class C Misdemeanor and Carrying a Weapon (5-73-130) a Class A Misdemeanor. 

The facts of this investigation are as follows: 

 

On Tuesday, December 9
th

, 2014, at 1213 hours, the Bentonville Police 

Department received a call from a female third party caller.  The caller stated that Josh 

Melton had been making threatening statements against an employee at the Lincoln Jr. 

High School in Bentonville.  Furthermore, the employee was identified as Tacuma 

Williams.   She added that Melton had a knife and had sent her a picture, via text, of the 

back of Williams’s car while parked in the Lincoln Jr. High parking lot.  The caller said 

that she and Melton had been in a long term relationship in the past and had since split 

up.  Melton suspected that she and Williams were having an intimate relationship.   Sgt. 

Ray Shastid was dispatched to respond to the scene.  Cpl. Will Gardner who is assigned 

as School Resource Officer with Lincoln Jr. High, was also alerted of the call.  

Note: Cpl. Gardner had prior knowledge of the possible impending threat of 

Melton.  At 1000 hours, Williams showed Officer Gardner a text message that he had 

received from the caller.  The text message was a picture of the back of his vehicle that 

was parked in the school parking lot.  The text also stated that Melton was currently in the 

parking lot to confront him.  Melton was said to be in his vehicle which was a Silver 

Toyota 4-Runner.   



Officer Gardner went out of the main entrance from the school.  He observed 

Melton’s Toyota 4-Runner in the front row of the parking lot, facing the school.  When 

Gardner began walking toward Melton’s vehicle, Melton backed up and left the school 

campus.    

At 1220 hours, Cpl. Gardner was also notified by dispatch that Melton was back 

on the school’s campus. Corporal Gardner again observed a silver 4-Runner, with its 

headlights on, parked in approximately the same spot as earlier in the morning.   Cpl. 

Gardner walked out of the building and Melton stepped out of the vehicle and began 

walking toward the school.  Cpl. Gardner made contact with Melton in the crosswalk 

directly in front of the school.  Sgt. Shastid arrived at the scene and witnessed Gardner’s 

conversation with Melton.  Officers asked Melton why he was at the school and he told 

them that he needed to talk to Williams and referred to him by name.  During their 

conversation, Melton told officers that he was there to ask the victim “a couple of 

questions.”  He also made it clear that he suspected Williams of having a relationship 

with his ex-girlfriend.  It was also learned that the Toyota 4-Runner that Melton was 

driving was registered to the caller/ex-girlfriend. 

While speaking with Melton, officers asked him if he had a knife.  Melton said he 

had a hunting knife in the car.  However, he could not explain to officers why the caller 

mentioned the knife to dispatcher.   Melton gave consent for officers to search the vehicle 

for the knife.  During the search they discovered a large hunting knife under the front 

driver’s seat of the vehicle which was later seized.  Due to the fact Melton was on the 

premises for no ligament purposes and caused alarm, Officers placed Melton under arrest 

for Loitering and transported him to the Bentonville Police Department for booking.  

Upon arrival, Sgt. Shastid briefed me on the facts and circumstances of the investigation.   

I contacted the Melton’s ex-girlfriend/caller over the phone.  She advised that she 

was scared of Melton and he had been abusive with her in the past.  She also stated that 

she was not sure of Melton’s intent, but told her via texts that he had to make “some 

visits” before he left town.  More specifically, Melton told her that he was going to see 

some of her boyfriends.  He also said, “You have made me crazy for the last time”.  

Melton also told her that he “will show her evil” if she wanted him to.  She went on to tell 



Melton that she was done with the drama and he was trying to scare her with threats.  

Melton replied, “The drama is just getting started”.  Melton also sent her a text stating 

“oh and I have my knife with me”.  She told Melton that he needed to leave others out of 

it and he stated, “Not until I confront this guy”.  She replied to Melton that she and 

Williams did not had an intimate relationship and he said that he was going to look into 

Williams’ eyes to find out.  She inquired about the knife and Melton replied. “I wouldn’t 

carry a knife into a school. I’m not a dumbass. Now at his house, that’s a different story.” 

  As previously mentioned in this affidavit, Melton was outside of the Lincoln Jr. 

High at an earlier time when he texted her a picture of Williams’ vehicle.  He used racial 

slurs and stated that she “had just sealed his fate”.  All of the text messages were 

forwarded to me via email.   

In conclusion, Melton was armed with knife that he portrayed as a weapon.  

Additionally, he engaged in conduct by placing Williams under surveillance outside of 

his employment for no other purpose other than to harass, alarm, or annoy.   As a result, 

there was probable cause to add additional charges for Carrying a Weapon and 

Harassment.  Melton was transported to the Benton County Jail to await a probable cause 

bond hearing.   

 Based upon the nature of the crime, the likelihood of conviction, and the possible 

severity of penalty that could be imposed, the State joins me in requesting that a bond of 

$ 10,000 be set on the defendant, Joshua C. Melton. 

 

______________________________ 

                           Detective Jerrod Wiseman    

                                                                               Bentonville Police Department 

STATE OF ARKANSAS 

COUNTY OF BENTON 

 

 Subscribed and sworn to before me this ______ day of  

 

__________________________, 2014. 

 

 ____________________________                     _ 

 NOTARY PUBLIC 

 

MY COMMISSION EXPIRES: ______________ 



 

APPROVED: 

Camille Thompson 

BENTONVILLE CITY ATTORNEY 

 

Incident #2014-39602 


