
 

Oppose HB 1282 
 

March 10, 2015 

Dear Arkansas Senator, 

I would like to take this opportunity to urge you to protect families in Arkansas and not take 
steps to weaken the DWI law in our state.  Please oppose HB 1282 which would allow convicted 
DWI offenders to plea to a lesser offense and thereby avoid an ignition interlock order. 

As Program Manager of MADD Arkansas, it is sad and disappointing to think that the 27% 
decrease in drunk driving fatalities that we have seen in Arkansas since the ignition interlock law 
for all drunk driving offenders was passed five years ago would be seriously threatened by the 
passage of this bill.  Thirty-five years ago, a grieving mother started MADD to curb drunk 
driving, and today we are within reach of eradicating this 100 percent preventable crime.  One of 
the primary reasons that this life saving goal is in reach is due to the technological advances in 
preventing drunk driving.   

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), requiring interlocks for all 
convicted drunk drivers saves lives and is effective in reducing drunk driving recidivism by 67 
percent. Currently 20 states require ignition interlocks for all convicted drunk drivers, including 
first-time offenders.  Interlocks are proven to protect the public, while giving DWI offenders the 
opportunity to continue driving. Interlocked offenders simply cannot drive drunk and hurt or kill 
innocent people in Arkansas.  

HB 1282 would make it easier for offenders to avoid the consequences of their deadly 
behavior.  It would be a step back from the progress Arkansas has already made in eliminating 
drunk driving.  HB 1282 would not only allow DWI offenders to avoid justice but would also 
make it easier for these persons to avoid an interlock order. 

I had the opportunity a month ago to speak with Representative Wright on this issue and truly 
do respect his intentions but feel his method is misguided.  He has the very valid concern of 
DWI defendants whose cases are dismissed because their cases have weak evidence or lacks 
the testimony needed.  With the current law, these defendants are found not guilty.  It is Mr. 
Wright's concern that these defendants would benefit and be held accountable on some level if 
prosecutors were able to lessen the charge.  While I do understand this reasoning, there are 
other avenues to addressing this concern without allowing for a reduction in charges.  The 
impact of this bill would have a much more detrimental impact to DWI in Arkansas that would 
highly outweigh any benefit it would provide to these cases.  The number one goal is to 
eliminate drunk driving and all the countless deaths and injuries that result from it.  Providing an 
avenue for defendants, in general, to circumvent being held accountable for the action they are 
charged is not the answer.  The success in reducing the DWI deaths in Arkansas over the last 5 
years provides hard data for the effectiveness of our current law as written.  

Interlocks are proven to protect the public, while giving DWI offenders the opportunity to 
continue driving. Interlocked offenders simply cannot drive drunk and hurt or kill innocent people 

http://support.madd.org/site/R?i=sB4YtZP2qGxD-AUv_4Oq3A


in Arkansas.  The victim/survivors of drunk driving in Arkansas are struggling to understand why 
a proven life-saving measure is now in jeopardy. 

Please support ignition interlocks for all convicted drunk drivers and oppose HB 1282 which 
weakens the DWI law by allowing for plea agreements. Thank you in advance for your 
consideration of this request. 

Sincerely,   

 

Pamela Sell 
Program Manager 
MADD Arkansas 
2300 Andover Court, Suite 500 
Little Rock, AR 72227 
Pamela.Sell@madd.org 
501.246.8810  
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