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AGENDA 
Fort Smith Board of Directors 

STUDY SESSION 
March 26, 2019 ~ 12:00 Noon 

Fort Smith Public Library Community Room 
3201 Rogers Avenue 

 
THIS MEETING IS BEING TELECAST LIVE AT THE FOLLOWING LINK: 

http://www.ustream.tv/channel/XqbsvFPFApS 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER  

 
1. Review project recommendations by the Community Development Advisory 

Committee for Year 45 CDBG and Year 26 HOME Program funding 
 
2. Review recommendations of the Animal Services Advisory Board 
 
3. Review preliminary agenda for the April 2, 2019 regular meeting 

 
ADJOURN 
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Pet Overpopulation Crisis

Fort Smith, AR 

January 2019
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Overview

• Pet Overpopulation in Ft. Smith

• Solutions to overpopulation

• ASAB Recommendations

• How it Works

• Summary
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Identify the Problem

The problem is simple.  
We have too many 
animals and not enough 
homes.
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The solution is simple, decrease production



55

Dog Reproduction

One unaltered female dog

and her offspring can produce 
67,000 in only 6 years.

3/22/2019 ANIMAL SERVICES ADVISORY BOARD
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Ft. Smith has a pet overpopulation crisis

Records of shelter intake stats 
extend back nearly a decade 
revealing a pet overpopulation 
crisis in the city of Fort Smith that 
continues to grow out of control. 

3/22/2019 ANIMAL SERVICES ADVISORY BOARD
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Dog intake at humane society from the Fort Smith Animal Control  department 
(2013-2018)
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Dogs received at humane society from animal control departments, owner 
surrenders and stray dogs brought in by the public   (2008-2012)
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Every year the city of 
Fort Smith spends
approximately $500,000 
of taxpayers’ dollars to 
collect, house, and 
handle surplus pets.
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A humane and simple solution to pet 
overpopulation is to decrease 

production.
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Solution to Pet Overpopulation
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1.  Differential Licensing Program:  YES!!!!!!
Gives people an incentive to spay or neuter their pets and be responsible for  
the litters their pets produce.
The ASAB Recommends differential licensing within Ft. Smith

2.  Mandatory spay/neuter ordinances: NO
Require pets in the city limits to be spayed or neutered.

The ASAB does NOT currently recommend laws that mandate spay/neuter of all owned
animals within Ft. Smith; however, based on currently available scientific information, the 
ASAB strongly supports spay/neuter as an effective means to reduce shelter intake. 

3.  Ban on breeding: NO
Stops all pet reproduction in the city.

The ASAB  does NOT currently recommend laws that ban breeding of all owned 
animals within Ft. Smith

Three ways to decrease pet overpopulation :
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The ASPCA (American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals) 
recommends differential pet licensing as a humane and effective way to decrease pet over 

populations in communities.

ASPCA Position:
The ASPCA supports and encourages license programs 
for all companion dogs and cats, including those used for 
breeding, show, sport, work and service.

The ASPCA strongly supports fee differentials for intact 
vs. spayed or neutered pets. 

The differential should be sufficient to encourage the 
surgery, as it is a primary means to reduce the 
overpopulation of dogs and cats.
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Average Cost:
$60.00

Spay & Neuter Low Cost
Current Cost Sample Area Low Cost Clinics

3/22/2019 ANIMAL SERVICES ADVISORY BOARD

*All prices for 50 pound animal
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Differential Licensing

•Pet License “B” is for an altered animal and is no charge

•Pet License “A” is for an intact animal and serves as a business license to breed.
•An “A” license would have a cost of $125 per year. 
•We recommend 20% goes toward an Animal Population Trust Fund.  The 
Animal Population Trust Fund would be used to offer spay/neuter vouchers to 
low income families in the city to be used for low cost spay/neuter services at 
any veterinarian office participating 
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How It Works

-A standardized form that is similar to a rabies certificate would be used by pet owners to 
purchase a pet license.  Pet licenses would be purchased at the city offices.

-Pet license registration will include all the information already on a rabies certificate as well as 
the pet’s microchip number and alteration status.  This information will be entered into the city’s 
computer database by secretary personnel in the city offices. 

-Animal control officers will enforce the program with each pet related call they make.  After a 
citation, a pet owner will be given 45 days to become compliant and have the citation dropped.  

-The ASAB will be available to help and guide the animal control department as needed
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ASAB Recommendations to the City Board of Directors to decrease pet overpopulation in the City 
of Fort Smith

The ASAB strongly supports and recommends to the City Board a differential pet licensing program as the 
best, most humane, and effective way to decrease pet overpopulation in the City of Fort Smith.

Differential licensing provides tools that are needed by which animal control can stop unwanted litters, 
make our city safer, and reduce the taxpayer’s burden with stray and unwanted animals.

The ASAB also recommends leadership from the City Board for pet owners to become responsible and 
held accountable for their pets. 

Differential licensing along with microchipping when combined with public access to low-cost spay neuter 
services is an effective means to reduce pet overpopulation and shelter intakes.
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In Closing

There may be very few “one size fits all” 
solutions; however, differential licensing has 
the capacity to bring animals to a clinic to be 
altered and reduce pet overpopulation.



 
City of Fort Smith-2019 

Animal Services Advisory Board 
Proposed changes to current animal ordinance 

Animals 
License and Microchip 

 
 “A” and “B” PET LICENSE 

 
Pet License “A” 

Pet License “A” is for an intact animal and serves as a business license to breed. An “A” license 
would have a cost of $125 per year. The $125 cost will increase by a similar percentage to the 
increase in the Arkansas minimum wage increases.  Twenty percent of license fee shall go into 
an Animal Population Trust Fund.  The Animal Population Trust Fund will be used to offer 
spay/neuter vouchers to low income families in the city to be used for low cost spay/neuter 
services at any participating veterinarian clinic.  
   

(a) Each license “A” shall be valid for one year from the date of issuance and must be 
renewed annually before its expiration date.   A separate license must be obtained for 
each owned dog that is not altered.  To obtain an “A” license, each pet owner or keeper 
must present a rabies vaccination certificate issued by a licensed veterinarian indicating 
a valid current rabies vaccination, and a certification that the animal has been 
microchipped which shall include the microchip number.  

(b) The Fort Smith Animal Control Department shall issue an “A” license to allow the 
breeding of unaltered dogs.  Under no circumstances shall such a license be issued to a 
person who has been convicted of animal cruelty or neglect.  

  
All “A”  license shall contain the following terms and conditions: 
i) No offspring may be sold, adopted, bartered, gifted, or otherwise transferred, whether 

for compensation or otherwise, until it has reached the age of at least eight (8) weeks;  
ii) No offspring may be sold, adopted, bartered, gifted, or otherwise transferred, until 

immunized against common diseases as directed by a licensed veterinarian.  The 
transfer of a dog shall include a statement signed by the transferor or transferee 
attesting to the signatory’s knowledge of the animal’s health and the animal’s 
immunization history. 

iii) Any holder of a pet license “A” who advertises to the public the availability of any dog 
for sale, adoption, barter, gift, or transfer, whether for compensation or otherwise, 
must prominently display the license number in any such advertisement.  Further, the 
pet license “A” holder must provide the license number to any person who purchases, 
adopts or receives any animal from the license holder and include the license number 
on any receipt of sale or transfer document; 

iv) Commercial establishments selling locally bred dogs shall prominently display the 
license number(s) of the breeder(s) whose dogs and cats are sold in that establishment. 
Commercial establishments selling dogs which were not bred within the City of Fort 
Smith shall prominently display the name and address of the breeder(s) of such dogs 
and cats. 

v) Any breeding permit holder selling or otherwise transferring a dog, whether for 
compensation or otherwise, shall submit to the Fort Smith Animal Control Department 
the name, address, and telephone number of the animal’s new owner within five (5) 
days from the sale or other transfer. 

vi) Any pet license “A” holder or commercial establishment which sells or otherwise 
transfers a dog, whether for compensation or otherwise, shall provide to the new pet 



owner the information regarding the license and microchip requirements of the City of 
Fort Smith.  

 
 
(3)      The following animals are exempt from a pet license “A”, and will receive a “License A 
exemption” with a cost of zero dollars ($0) 
           

i) Dogs documented as having been appropriately trained and actively used by law 
enforcement agencies for law enforcement and rescue activities; 

ii) Dogs certified as service dogs. A “service dog” shall be defined as a dog which 
has been individually trained to do work or otherwise perform tasks or services 
for individuals with disabilities. A service dog shall not include an emotional 
support (or similarly identified) animal; 

iii) Pets whose owners can provide a letter to the Fort Smith Animal Control 
Department from a licensed veterinarian certifying that the animal’s health 
would best served by spaying or neutering after a specified date, or that due to 
age, poor health, or illness it is unsafe to spay or neuter the dog.  The letter shall 
include the veterinarian’s license number, the date by which the animal may be 
safely spayed or neutered, and shall be updated periodically at least every 12 
months with registration update; or 

iv) Pets under 6 months of age. 
 

Penalties: 
 
(a) Any dog owner found by the Fort Smith Animal Control Department to be in 

violation of this provision may correct the violation(s) by providing conclusive 
proof to the Fort Smith Animal Control Department that the dog(s) have 
been spayed or neutered and obtained a pet license “B”, or by obtaining the 
necessary pet license “A” no later than forty five (45) days from the date 
when animal services first notified the owner of the violation.  Should the 
owner fail to correct the violation(s) in the manner described above, the City 
of Fort Smith shall impose a $500.00 fine on the dog owner.  Notice of this 
penalty shall be served by the City of Fort Smith on the dog or cat owner.  
The fine shall not be waived by the City of Fort Smith upon the transfer or 
abandonment of the dog or cat by the non-compliant owner.  The fine shall 
be imposed in addition to any other applicable civil or criminal penalties.   

 
(b)  If the fine mentioned in (a) above is not paid and the owner does not 

spay/neuter his/her dog(s) or obtain the pet license “A” to breed required, 
within fifteen (15) days from the date when The Fort Smith Animal Control 
first notified the owner of the imposition of the fine, the continuing violation 
of the pet license “A” becomes a misdemeanor and may be prosecuted as 
such. 

 
(c) The Fort Smith Animal Control Department may revoke any permit issued 

pursuant to this section upon a finding that the license holder has violated its 
terms and conditions. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

                                    Pet License “B” 
 
Pet license “B” is for an altered animal  

 
(a)  Each pet license “B” shall be valid for one year from the date of issuance, and must be 

renewed annually, before its expiration date.  Each applicant for such a permit shall pay 
an annual fee of zero dollars.  A separate license must be obtained for each owned dog. 
To obtain a “B” license, each pet owner or keeper must present a rabies vaccination 
certificate issued by a licensed veterinarian indicating a valid current rabies vaccination, 
a certification that the animal has been altered, and a certification that the animal has 
been microchipped which shall include the microchip number.  

 
PET MICROCHIP REGISTRATION 

 
The owner or keeper of any dog or cat must have the animal implanted with a registered 

microchip at six (6) months of age or earlier.  

(a) The owner or keeper of a dog or cat shall maintain current registration with the city of Fort 

Smith’s animal control department. 

(b) If there is a change in contact information of an owner or keeper of a registered 

microchipped dog or cat the owner or keeper shall update contact information, including new 

address or telephone number, with the City’s animal control department within thirty (30) days 

of the date of the change in contact information.    

It shall be the responsibility of the pet owner or keeper to keep contact information current 

with the microchip registration company. 

(c) If there is a change in ownership of a registered dog or cat the initial owner or keeper shall 

be responsible for ensuring that the microchip is no longer registered in the initial owner's or 

keeper's name within thirty (30) days of the date of change in ownership. The new owner or 

keeper shall be responsible for re-registering the microchip to include any new address and 

telephone number and have the registration information transferred to the new owner's or 

keeper's name within thirty (30) days after the change in ownership. 

Microchip number recording into the city’s data base will be performed by the Animal Control 

Department and be easily accessible to the City. 

 It is a defense to prosecution under this section that: (1) The dog or cat owner is a nonresident 

of this city and is keeping the subject pet animal in the city for fewer than sixty (60) days; (2) 

The dog or cat owner has been a resident of this city for fewer than thirty (30) days; or (3) The 

dog or cat had been abandoned or lost and the temporary owner has had the dog or cat for 

fewer than thirty (30) days. 

 

 



Revocation 

All licenses issued may be revoked by the director of the Animal Control Department, or his 

authorized representative, for violation by the holder thereof of any of provision of this 

chapter. Revocation of the license is accomplished by mailing to the holder of such license a 

written notice by certified mail stating his permit is revoked. Revocation of the license may also 

be accomplished by personally delivering to the holder thereof a written notice stating his 

license is revoked.  Impoundment of animals due to non-compliance: If an owner of animals 

intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly engages in non-compliance or refusal to comply with 

license and microchip requirements, the Animal Control Department may seek to impound and 

take ownership of any available animals if the City follows the process outlined herein. 

(a) Animal Control Department shall send certified letter of notice to the pet owner indicating 

the department’s decision to seize the animal if compliance is not achieved within ten (10) days 

of receipt of the letter. The letter shall list the applicable violations, include what must be 

completed to obtain compliance, and instruction regarding the appeal process and deadlines.   

(b) Owner must come into compliance or request an appeal hearing in writing to the Animal 

Control Department within the deadline outlined in the letter.                                                       

(c) The following outlines the appeal/hearing process: i. An individual is to submit in writing a 

request for a hearing to the department within ten (10) days following receipt of the 

notification letter.  Upon receipt of the appeal request, no animal may be impounded until after 

the requested hearing is complete, or an additional court order is received. II. A requested 

hearing will be scheduled no earlier than the 11th day after the date of the service of notice at 

a date and time determined by the department. iii. The animal control department shall issue 

an order of resolution following the conclusion of the hearing  

(d) If the department determines that the owner did not achieve compliance, if the owner did 

not request a hearing/appeal within the required period, or if the determination of the hearing 

finds non-compliance, the animal control department is authorized to immediately remove the 

subject animal(s) via court order: i. Department shall take ownership of the animal immediately 

upon removal from the property ii. Upon taking ownership, the department has the authority 

to immediately dispose of the animal as determined by the animal control department. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Commonly asked Questions and Answers  
About Differential Pet Licensing 

 
What does it cost to license my pet? 
 
If your pet has been spayed or neutered, there is no cost!  
If your pet has not been spayed or neutered the cost is $125. 
 
Why does it cost $125 to license my unaltered pet? 
 
The license for an unaltered dog must be MORE than the cost of surgery to encourage 
people to CHOOSE to have their pet spayed or neutered if they do not intend to breed. 
For a 50 pound dog in Ft. Smith, the average cost of a spay is $193.79 and of a neuter is 
$166.63.  Since we do have low cost clinics in the area that charge less than $100 for a 
spay or neuter, $125 should still serve as an incentive to choose to spay or neuter pets 
not intended for breeding. This license also serves as a business license to breed if 
someone chooses to breed his or her pet.  
 
Why does the city want me to license my dog? 
 
There are a number of advantages to licensing your pet. A major benefit is that it will help 
ensure that your pet is returned home to you if he or she wanders off or is stolen. Licensing 
also lets people know that your pet is current on rabies vaccinations.  
 
Why is the city telling me what to do with my pets? 
 
Each year the city spends hundreds of thousands of taxpayers’ dollars to collect, house 
and handle surplus pets. Thousands of pets end up homeless each year because there 
are too many animals and not enough homes.  The City of Fort Smith has a pet 
overpopulation crisis. The proposed ordinance is a common-sense approach to 
addressing the problem, which will save taxpayers’ money and improve our quality of 
place. 
 
Why isn’t HOPE Humane Society doing more to address the overpopulation crisis 
in the city of Fort Smith? 
 
Humane societies do not contribute to pet overpopulation as all adopted pets are required 
to be spayed or neutered before being adopted.   
 
The humane society is the only impoundment facility in the City of Fort Smith.   
 
The humane society holds a contract with the City of Fort Smith to receive stray and 
unwanted animals brought in by the Fort Smith Animal Control Department. 
 
The humane society is currently overwhelmed, over capacity, and focusing on animals 
already in its custody.   
 
The humane society’s board of directors is supportive of a differential pet licensing 
program. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
What is the solution to the City’s pet overpopulation problem? 
 
There are three proven solutions to decreasing pet overpopulation in cities which include 
a ban on breeding, a mandatory spay/neuter ordinance, and differential pet licensing.  
 
Differential licensing gives people an incentive to spay or neuter their pets and be 
responsible for the litters their pets produce. 
 
Differential pet licensing gives people a choice of an “A” license for an intact pet, or “B” 
license for an altered pet. 
 

A differential pet license program will reduce pet overpopulation in the city, save 
taxpayers’ money, and improve our quality of place. 
 
Is this another example of government overreach and a do-nothing mandate? 
 
State and local governments already regulate property, such as vehicles (licensing, 
insurance), where and how we can construct homes (enforcement of electrical and 
plumbing codes for safety, prohibiting constructing in flood plains), and require that our 
children attend school and receive vaccines. 
  
The City of Fort Smith already requires pets to be vaccinated for rabies and prohibits pet 
owners from allowing their dogs to run at large.  
 
A differential pet licensing program will help to ensure compliance with current 
ordinances. A differential pet licensing program will reduce pet overpopulation in the city, 
save Fort Smith taxpayers hundreds and thousands of dollars each year, and help make 
our city a safer place. 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 



Cities with Pet Population Control Programs 

  

Pet population control programs have effectively reduced the number of 

animals who need sheltering in communities that have passed and 

enforced them. 

  

After 10 years of enforcing a spay/neuter program in Santa Cruz 

County, California, a new animal shelter was constructed with fewer dog 

kennels than the one it replaced in spite of human population 

growth.  The shelter intake of stray animals dropped by 60%.  

  

After 11 months of enforcing a spay/neuter program in Claremore, 

Oklahoma the intake of litters decreased by nearly 50%.  They wrote 

fewer than five citations in that time; however, people wanted to avoid a 

ticket and had their pets altered. 

  

The 2008 enforcement of a city spay/neuter ordinance in Tulsa, 

Oklahoma dramatically (and instantly) increased the use of a low cost 

spay/neuter clinic (SPAY OK) and ultimately resulted in the opening of a 

second clinic.  The ordinance also resulted in a decrease of shelter 

intakes. 

  

The 2007 passage of a strong breeder/dealer/exhibitor ordinance in 

Lawton, Oklahoma resulted in a huge decrease of animals entering the 

shelter. The euthanasia rate decreased by approximately 60% and 

owners reclaiming pets increased.  The owner reclaims were credited to 

the fact that once pets are spayed or neutered the owner feels some 

sense of investment in the pet.  

  

Lawton’s animal welfare superintendent said “When our ordinance was 

proposed, our opponents had one thing in common; they were not 

animal control professionals and were not affiliated with municipal 



agencies.  Some perceived our efforts as a personal threat (such as dog 

breeders).  When it came down to it, Council recognized that it was time 

to implement new strategies to combat our community’s animal related 

issues.   The breeding provision of our ordinance places the 

responsibility of responsible pet ownership on those who choose to 

breed their animals or choose to keep them intact, in an attempt to take 

some of the burden of their actions off of the city.  Based on our 

experience and the documented results we have witnessed, we 

encourage other cities to consider the passage of a pet population 

control program.  It had only positive outcomes for Lawton.” 

  

Data points to the fact that it may take two or more years for results to 

be seen.  Getting the effects of enforcement may be progressive, and 

obviously the bigger the population the longer it may take to see a 

visible difference. 

  

It is far past time for the City of Fort Smith to join a list of progressive 

cities that have pet population control programs requiring people to be 

responsible for their pets and the litters their pets produce. 

  

Below is a list of cities and states that have pet control programs in 

place; however, there are many more cities with programs in place that 

are not listed below: 

  

Arkansas 

Bentonville  

Blytheville 

Conway 

Fayetteville 

Greenwood 

Little Rock 

 



Mountain Home 

Mountainburg 

Rogers 

Van Buren 

 

California 

Beaumont 

Belmont 

City of Clear Lane 

Hanford 

Hemet 

Hesperia 

Kings County 

Lake County 

Laguna Woods 

Long Beach 

Los Angeles County 

Pacific Grove 

Riverside 

Sacramento 

San Francisco 

San Mateo 

Santa Cruz County 

Santa Maria 

Venture 

  

Colorado 

Aurora 

Denver 

Lake County 

  

 



Delaware 

Wilmington 

  

Florida 

Broward County 

Deltona 

Palm Beach County 

Volusia County 

  

Georgia 

Gwinnett County 

Macon-Bibb County 

Atlanta (Fulton & DeKalb Counties) 

  

Hawaii 

Honolulu 

  

Illinois 

Chicago 

Rock Island 

  

Indiana 

Bloomington 

Fort Wayne 

Hamilton City 

Hamilton County 

Noblesville 

Peru 

  

  

  

  



Iowa 

Waterloo 

  

Louisiana 

New Orleans 

  

Maryland 

Baltimore City 

Montgomery County 

  

Michigan 

Ypsilanti 

  

Missouri 

Columbia 

Kansas City 

St. Louis 

  

New Mexico 

McKinley County 

  

Nevada 

Clark County 

Las Vegas 

North Las Vegas 

  

New Jersey 

Camden 

  

 

 

 



New York 

Meredith 

New Your City 

  

North Carolina 

Ashville 

Bancombe County 

  

Ohio 

Athens 

Richmond 

  

Oklahoma 

Claremore 

Lawton 

Oklahoma City 

Tulsa 

  

Rhode Island 

General 

Warwick 

  

South Carolina 

York County 

  

Tennessee 

Johnson City 

Memphis 

Nashville 

Shelbyville 

  

 



 

Texas 

Dallas 

Fort Worth 

Houston 

Live Oak 

San Antonio 

Waco 

  

Washington 

King County 

Tahoma 

West Virginia 

Bluefield 

  

Puppies are produced by litters that can be 10 or more at a time. 

Disposable puppies often become homeless dogs.  

  

Unfortunately, some people do not act responsibly without some urging 

by city codes.  
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Posted Nov 25, 2018 at 12:05 AM

The Fort Smith Animal Services Advisory Board has recommended a new
ordinance that has the best shot at controlling the animal overpopulation
problem in Fort Smith.

Although there are whispers from City Hall that the city boss and Board of
Directors do not support it, we urge city leadership to take a closer look.
Ignoring this proposal from the animal advisory board shows a disregard for
scientific-based research and fiscal and ethical responsibility.

When the advisory board last met, it suggested two microchip licenses. “A”
licenses for unaltered animals would cost $500 and allow people to breed their
pets once every 12 months. “B” licenses would be for altered animals and cost
$10. These would be given based on the registration of a microchip with the city.

The board said City Administrator Carl Geffken said $500 was too high, so it has
proposed a $200 fee for the unaltered animal registration. Members also
suggested making the B license free. If the directors are concerned about
funding, however, they could reimplement a B license cost.

Animal-control officers have expressed support for the proposal due to the living
conditions they regularly see animals living in. These officers said at the most
recent animal services board meeting there might be a handful of good breeders
in the city, but the rest are accidental litters from the same houses or “backyard
breeders” with conditions likened to puppy mills.

“Altered pets,” or those that have been spayed or neutered, have been shown to
live longer because of a decreased risk of disease. Research shows rabies, parvo
virus, fighting and roaming due to the need to look for a mate are reduced, too.

The chance of unwanted litters is also eliminated. Puppies can breed at 6 months
old. When pets are altered, however, the exponential growth is stopped.

Editorial: Animal Services Advisory Board
proposal makes sense for city

http://www.swtimes.com/
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Scientific research from the Humane Society of the United States, Humane
Society International and National Institutes for Health, indicate the advisory
board’s suggestions will humanely and effectively control the pet population. It
doesn’t require euthanization, and the use of microchipping is a simple
procedure that will help with identification. It’s done by vets and shelters around
the world.

It is also financially illogical to reject this proposal. The city of Fort Smith spends
$600,000 per year on animal control services and its contract with the HOPE
Humane Society shelter. When added to the Humane Society’s budget, around
$17 per citizen is spent on pet services each year. Fayetteville is the next highest
at $14. Rogers, Greenwood and Springdale spend anywhere from $7.25 to $10
per person.

The board consistently has said it doesn’t want to additionally burden taxpayers.
That’s a respectable mission, but the city can’t waste another $600,000 without
taking steps toward fixing the problem.

While the animal advisory board wants low-income residents to receive
vouchers for free or discounted alteration procedures for one year, the cost of
this ordinance isn’t nearly as expensive as hiring more personnel and caring for
more pets at the shelter. Also, the vouchers could partially be obtained through
grants and nonprofits.

The animal advisory board proposes a $200 fee for those who do not get their
animal spayed or neutered. Is $200 for an “A” license unreasonable when it
typically costs that much or more to house pets in apartments or rent houses?

Studies of other cities’ success also indicate the need for a jump in price between
the “A” license and a sterilization procedure. If an unaltered license isn’t
significantly more, the “incentivized” program is not necessarily effective at
population reduction.

The ordinance features several sections. The recent version contains, among
other requirements:

• All residents must microchip their pets and register their pet’s microchip with a
city-run database.
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• Spayed or neutered animals would be given a “B” license. This license would be
free. It requires proof of vaccination and alteration from a vet.

• Residents with unaltered animals would be given an “A” license. This license
would be $200.

• “A” licenses would allow the owner to breed his or her pet once per calendar
year.

• Animals on the “B” license list would need to be altered when they are 6
months old.

• After the ordinance approval, citizens would have one year to comply before
animal control begins writing citations.

• Residents in the “hot zone” of 72901 would be offered vouchers for free or low-
cost spay and neuter procedures. Low-cost surgeries cost around $30 for cats and
$40 to $60 for dogs.

• After the one-year grace period, those with unaltered dogs not on the “A”
license database may be fined $500 and charged with a misdemeanor.

• Residents who do not comply with city code can already be fined $500 and
charged.

• Money collected would go into the city’s general fund with the
recommendation it goes back toward animal services.

It’s unethical to subject humans and their tax dollars to overpopulation when
there’s a clear solution.

If the city wants to fix the issue like it claims, everyone must look at the proposal
critically and not bristle at the fact it’s an uncomfortable issue. People should be
responsible for their animals, wanted or unwanted, or pay up.
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Our state's second-largest city is looking at enacting a spay-neuter ordinance to combat the rising

number of stray animals and overcrowded shelters. It's a wonder why more cities don't have similar

policies.

In September, Fort Smith's HOPE Humane Society said its facility had twice as many animals as it was

designed for. Here's more from Talk Business & Politics: "HOPE Humane Society Vice President Storm

Nolan addressed the Board on Sept. 4 to push for consideration of a spay-neuter ordinance. He said

the HOPE facility had 622 pets as of last Friday in a facility only designed to hold 300. He said the

organization has taken in around 1,900 animals through August, with the trend suggesting that around

2,900 animals will come through the facility in 2018. Nolan called the issue 'a city problem.'"

Your subscription supports journalism that matters.

Subscribe now for unlimited access to The Democrat-Gazette

A city problem indeed. And a state problem. See North Little Rock's shelter, or, why, any number of

animal shelters across the state.

A spay-neuter ordinance is a practical solution to a realistic problem. In a perfect world, dog and cat

owners would keep their animals under control so they wouldn't roam around the city, mate
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uncontrollably and produce more puppies and kittens that'll grow up to do the same thing.

Of course, we don't live in a perfect world, and the fact of the matter is far too many people simply let

their dogs and cats run wild. The result: too many puppies and kittens (and believe us, there is such a

thing).

Unless you're a licensed breeder, your pet doesn't need to mate. And if you think you can't afford the

procedure, think again. Many shelters and vets offer free or discounted rates when it comes to spaying

and neutering animals.

So we'd encourage Fort Smith to adopt some sort of spay-neuter ordinance. If a city can tell you how

fast you can drive on its streets or what time of the year you can post political signs on your property,

and if it's using taxpayer money to fund shelters, it can have a spay ordinance on the books. Call it a

public health decision.
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