
Bentonville Police Chief Jon Simpson 
 
In response to any concerns about the motor vehicle accident report completed by the 
Centerton Police Department in October of 2018, I would like to offer the following statement.  I 
was made aware of the report when a Bentonville Police officer expressed concerns about the 
accuracy of findings in an accident investigation involving his family member.  
 
Likewise, I was aware that the Centerton Police Department was currently without a Chief or 
Captain.  Additionally, Mayor Edwards had reached out to me on numerous occasions, past and 
present,  for advice on handling issues within the police department.  
 
Additionally, on October 4, 2018, Mayor Edwards requested a meeting with me to discuss 
specific leadership issues within the Centerton Police Department.  
 
In regard to the report in question, the initial findings were incorrect as it failed to take into 
account the principle of Right of Way and the responsibilities that all driver’s have when entering 
the roadway from a private drive (as defined in Arkansas Traffic Law under 27-51-603).  
 
To maintain transparency, a  meeting was requested with Mayor Edwards and Interim Chief 
Keck to discuss this error and a copy of the applicable statute was provided to them.  
 
During the meeting,  Interim Chief Keck reviewed the applicable laws and agreed to make 
corrections.  
 
Since this occurred,  the  Arkansas State Police have reviewed the report in question and 
agreed with the corrections, placing the findings in compliance with Arkansas Law.  
 
In fact, my last communication in this matter ended with all parties, including Centerton and the 
Arkansas State Police, agreeing with the correction.  
 
Centerton Lt. Anthony Keck 
 
Officer’s Lee, and Crase did work an accident on 24 Oct 18 at south Main at McDonalds. That 
accident did involve a family member of a 
Bentonville police officer. That Officer would show up at the scene of the accident and speak to 
the officers while they worked the accident. 
The family member of the Bentonville officer was cited for being at fault for the accident. 
  
That Bentonville PD Officer called the following day wanting to speak to me about the accident. 
During the phone conversation that officer 
would advise that he was concerned that the driver who pulled out of a private drive and caused 
the accident was not cited. I then advised 



the Officer that a BCSO Deputy was stopped in traffic on northbound Main at McDonalds, and 
he witnessed the accident. I added that his 
family member passed multiple vehicles that were stopped in northbound traffic on Main at a 
double yellow line. 
  
The Officer would advise that his daughter was in the left bound turn lane when the accident 
occurred. However, it was clear to me that the 
accident occurred before his family member had fully entered the left turn lane. The Officer 
would go on to say that he was “not disputing the fact 
that she prematurely entered the left hand turn lane.” I responded with “if she prematurely did 
that she was not in the turn lane she was in 
the opposite lane of travel.” The Officer responded with “she can move to the left and 
prematurely enter,” at that point I cut the Officer off and 
asked “are you saying that she can pass on a double yellow line and go in to the opposite lane 
of travel to pass?” The Officer responded with 
“I’m talking about the cause of the accident itself.” “The guy pulled out from the private property 
driveway without checking that lane of traffic 
prior to pulling in to that lane.” 
  
At that point I advised the Officer that “Again if myself or the officers were at fault on how we’ve 
typed up this accident or approved this accident 
Then a judge or somebody else can over-rule, but as it stands right now with the evidence that 
I’ve seen it’s pretty clear to me that your daughter 
was at fault.” The phone conversation was concluded at that point. A number of days later the 
Mayor contacted me and advised that the Bentonville 
Police Chief wanted to meet with the Mayor and I at city hall about this accident. The Mayor 
would advise that he believed that Officer Lee should be 
in attendance as he was the Officer that worked the accident. 
  
In attendance in the meeting was Mayor Edwards, Chief Simpson, The Bentonville PD patrol 
Captain, Officer Lee, and myself. Chief Simpson advised that 
He wanted to discuss the accident that we had worked on 24 Oct 18. He stated that the 
Centerton PD is where the Bentonville PD was five years ago 
when it comes to working accident reports. Chief Simpson spoke about Bentonville attorneys, 
and past rulings involving drivers being found at fault for 
accidents. Chief Simpson asked that the accident report be changed to reflect that the driver 
who pulled out of the private drive be shown to have been 
responsible for the contributing factor in the accident, and that the contributing factor was fail to 
yield right of way. After much deliberation I agreed to 
change the accident report. 
  
It is noted at no time did Mayor Edwards pressure me, or even suggest at all that I change the 
accident report. It is also noted that I did not feel pressured 



by Chief Simpson to change the accident report. To that point I had heard nothing, but positive 
things about Chief Simpson, and I felt that with his many years 
of law enforcement experience, and the many years of experience of his patrol Captain that they 
were surely simply trying to share their knowledge when it 
came to working accident reports. 
  
Finally, some weeks later after me being investigated by the FBI, and the BCSO over me 
changing the accident report Mayor Edwards would send a copy of the 
accident report to Troop L of the Arkansas State Police and request that the accident report be 
reviewed for accuracy. It is noted that in the response from Troop L 
They would advise that the Troop Captain, and two of his troopers had reviewed the accident 
report, and found no faults with the report.  
 


